
 
 
 
 
 

 
                     

1 September 2020 
 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2020 
 
The 44th Annual General Meeting of The Centre will be held on Monday, 21 September 2020.  Officially, the 
meeting will be held at The Centre, 58 Errol Street, North Melbourne 3051, however in line with current 
restrictions (and also those we anticipate will be applicable on the day) attendance in person will be 
extremely limited and persons who wish to attend the AGM should do so online. 
 
The meeting will start at 6:30pm.  All persons attending the meeting online will be able to hear and 
communicate with all other meeting participants. 
 
A link to attend the meeting will be emailed (and/or texted) to all who reply by 5pm on the day of the 
meeting.  The link will not be published publicly. Instructions for downloading the meeting software (if you 
have not already got it) will be sent with the link, and telephone assistance if required will also be provided. 
 
RSVPs to: admin@centre.org.au or  03 9328 1126 
 
Agenda  
 
1. Welcome  

 
2. Attendance and Apologies  

 
3. Confirmation of the Minutes of the 2019 AGM 

 
4. Report by the Chair on behalf of the Committee of Management for the year ended 30 June 2020 

 
5. Presentation of the Financial Statements for the year ended 30 June 2020  
 
6. Election of up to three persons for three-year terms (2020 to 2023) and up to one person for the 

remaining year of a 2018 – 2021 term as members of the Committee.   Nominations close at 5 pm 
Sunday 20 September 2020   
 

7. Setting annual subscriptions and due dates  
There is no membership fee at present and none is proposed 

 
A member may in writing appoint another member as his or her proxy to attend and vote at the meeting. 
There is no specified proxy form.  All proxy forms must be received by 5 pm Sunday 20 September 2020. 
 
The reports will be publicly available on our website, www.centre.org.au prior to the meeting.  A version of 
the Annual Report will also be published in the Spring 2020 edition of the North & West Melbourne News.    
 
Kay Oke  Tom Seddon 
Secretary  Director and Returning Officer 

mailto:admin@centre.org.au
http://www.centre.org.au/
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BOARD (COMMITTEE OF MANAGEMENT) 
NOMINATION FORM   

 
 
 
 
 
We hereby nominate__________________________________________________ for the position of Board 
(Committee of Management) Member of The Centre: Connecting Community in North and West 
Melbourne Inc. 
 
 
___________________________________ ___________________________________ 
Nominator Seconder 
 
 
___________________________________ ___________________________________ 
Signature Signature 
 
 
___________________________________ ___________________________________ 
Date Date 
 
 
 
I consent to my nomination: 
 
 
___________________________________ ____________________________________ 
Nominee Signature Date 
 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
Address  
 
 
This form must be returned to The Centre by post or to admin@centre.org.au and received no later than 
5pm on Sunday, 20 September 
 
 

* Please note that all nominators and nominees must be current members of The Centre: Connecting 
Community in North and West Melbourne Inc. 

mailto:admin@centre.org.au
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Proxy Form 
2020 Annual General Meeting 

The Centre: Connecting Community in North & West Melbourne Inc  
(the Centre) 

 
 

The Centre’s constitution does not specify a particular form for the appointment of proxies to attend and 
vote at general meetings of the association.  Members wanting to appoint a proxy may use this form. 
 

_______ 
 
 
I, ___________________________________ (the member appointing another member as proxy)  
 
 
a member of The Centre hereby appoint _____________________________________ (the member who 
will attend and vote) as my proxy to attend and vote at the Annual General meeting of The Centre: 
Connecting Community in North & West Melbourne Inc to be held ONLINE (and at 58 Errol Street, North 
Melbourne 3051 commencing at 6:30pm, and at any adjournment or other continuation of that meeting. 
 
(NB: If you wish to appoint the Chair of the Meeting you can either write “the chair of the meeting” above or 
simply leave the name blank.) 
 
My proxy may vote as they see fit. 
 
 

______________________________________ 
Signature of person making the appointment 
 
 
_________________ 
Date 
 
 
 
 

This form, or any other written appointment of a proxy,  must be returned to The Centre by post or to 
admin@centre.org.au and received no later than 5pm on Sunday, 20 September 2020.  

mailto:admin@centre.org.au
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MINUTES  

 

Minutes of the 43rd Annual General Meeting of The Centre: Connecting Community in North 

and West Melbourne Inc. (A0008303J) held at 6:30 pm on Monday 7 October 2019 in the Club 

Rooms, Legion of Australian Ex Servicemen and Women North and West Melbourne Sub-

Branch, 16 Little Errol Street, North Melbourne. 

 
 

1. Welcome 

 

Chairman Karl Hessian opened the meeting at 6:37 pm with a welcome and 

acknowledgement of traditional ownership. 

 

2. Attendance and Apologies 

 

Director Tom Seddon reported apologies received.  Several other apologies were tendered 

from the floor.  Apologies: 4 (refer to attendance list, below).  

 

The Director reported that no proxy votes had been submitted. 

 

The Chair reported that there were 120 members of The Centre.  A quorum is 10% of 

members under the Centre’s constitution.  With 19 members present the meeting was 

quorate. 

The chair acknowledged Centre Honorary Life Member Lorna Hannan, and Centre board 

members present: 

 

Karl Hessian (Chair)  Michael Halls (Treasurer) Bill Liddy 

Kath McPherson (Secretary) Malcolm Peacock   Margaret Wood (Vice Chair) 

 

The chair acknowledged board member Ben O’Connor, who was an apology. 

 

The Chair reminded those present that the previous year’s AGM was a joint meeting of The 

Centre and Errol’s Angels Community Choir Inc.  At that meeting, choir members resolved 

to wind up that association and operate the choir as a program of The Centre.  Accordingly, 

there was no choir AGM this year. 

 

3. Confirmation of the Minutes of the 2018 AGM  

 

The Chair referred members to the minutes of the 2018 AGM held on 24 September 2018. 

  

It was RESOLVED: 

THAT the minutes of the 2018 Annual General Meeting of The Centre be confirmed as a 

correct record. 
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4. Management Committee Report 2018/19 

 

The Chair referred to the printed annual report and the strategic plan developed during 

2018/19 and reviewed the various programs and projects undertaken during the year, 

specifically mentioning those responsible.  The Chair also discussed the decision to stage 

Spring Fling as a more affordable laneway event in 2019.  The Chair’s full remarks are 

reported below. 

  

The Chair concluded by thanking the other board members, volunteers and staff for their 

work over the past year. In particular, the Chair singled out retiring board members 

Malcolm Peacock and Michael Halls, thanking them for their work as board members and 

treasurers, and in Michael’s case six years as Director. 

 

There was applause for Malcolm and Michael. 

 

Members and visitors raised no questions at this time. 

 

It was RESOLVED: 

THAT the Committee’s annual report for The Centre for 2018/19 be received. 

 

5. Financial Statements for 2018/19 

 

Centre Treasurer Michael Halls presented the financial overview contained in the Annual 

Report and also referred to the separate Financial Report including the audited financial 

statements. The Centre reported a shortfall on the year of $45,700 on revenue of 

$518,988.  Revenue was up $21,479 for the year while expenses were $27,808 higher.  

Much of this related to the Spring Fling 2018 shortfall that the Chair had already discussed, 

and the corner appears to have been turned.   

 

There were no questions. 

 

It was RESOLVED: 

THAT The Centre’s financial statements for the year ended 30 June 2019 be received. 

 

6. Election of persons to be members of the Management Committees 

 

The Chair noted that owing to miscommunication the nomination forms for two persons 

who wished to stand for the board were not received by 24 hours before the meeting.  

Accordingly, the Centre’s constitution did not allow the election of Kay Oke and Lorna 

Hannan to the board at the AGM.   

 

The chair pointed out that as there were more open seats on the board than intending 

candidates, there would not have been an election in any event, as under the constitution 

those candidates would have bee taken to have been elected.  Instead, the board intended 

to take up consideration of Ms Oke and Ms Hannan as prospective board members and was 

able under the constitution to make appointments to fill vacant seats. 

  

7. Annual subscription and date for payment thereof 
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It 

was RESOLVED: 

THAT the annual subscription for 2019/20 be $nil and that the date for the subscription 

period commence on 1 October 2019 until 30 September 2020. 

 

8. General Business 

 

The Chair opened the floor for questions and comments: 

 Margaret Wood thanked Karl Hessian for his work as Chair 

 Kath McPherson noted the passing of longstanding Centre visitor Verena Augusti 

 Malcolm Peacock congratulated the Centre, and Carol Venn in particular, on the 

successfully funded two-year Docklands popup neighbourhood house project 

 Lorna Hannan spoke in favour of the decision to scale Spring Fling and put it in the 

laneways this year 

 Bill Liddy congratulated Tom Seddon on his first full year as Director 

 

The Chair extended thanks to the supporters and partners of the many volunteers involved 

in both associations.  He thanked the Legion for hosting our AGM, and in particular its 

president, Charlie Elliot.   

 

Members and guests were invited to stay and join in the hospitality of The Centre. 

 

The meeting closed at 7:00 pm 

 

 

CHAIRMAN’S ADDRESS  

 

As you can see this year's report has been prepared in the style of the North and West 

Melbourne News and as you can see from my comments on the front page I wish I could say 

that it was my idea but it wasn't. But it is a splendid idea and very well executed and my 

thanks go out to everybody who contributed articles to it and helped put it together. 

 

The first thing that jumped out at me when reading it was a comment by Louise who said "In 

small organisations like The Centre staff often perform more than one function." Louise 

absolutely speaks the truth. She is not only the digital literacy tutor but has previously been 

the IT administrator which are completely different roles. To Louise's  

truth I would add my own: When staff and volunteers perform more than one function, it can 

be very easy to overlook the significance and the importance of their contribution. 

 

Amongst the various programs that require IT infrastructure is the Workout Program. This is 

run by Frances our fabulous Foundation Programs Coordinator. It is offered to residents at the 

Judy Lazarus Transition Centre to assist them develop their computer skills and transition back 

to the community. Frances attributes the success of the program to a dream team of trainers 

with a common approach: respect and cooperation on the one hand and strong expectations of 

high-quality work by participants on the other. 

 

This is an ethos echoed in the Home away from Homework clubs that Frances runs with senior 

supervisors Ashlea and Laurence at North Melbourne and Altona North. Their coordination of 

the programs takes away the administrative burden from the volunteer tutors leaving them to 
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focus on supporting children. The ratio of one tutor to three children is also a key to their 

success. 

 

One of the fantastic developments in the last year has been the deeper relationship with the 

Docklands community, spearheaded by Carol our community development coordinator. 

Docklands has long needed social infrastructure and I am pleased and congratulate Carol for 

securing funding for a Pop Up Neighbourhood House there for the next two years. Among the 

creative and fun things that Carol has been engaged with was  

the Latin Dance Flash Mob, which jumped out at both Queen Vic Market, and during Youth 

Week in Docklands, and then the Spanish Language Fiesta, just outside here in George 

Johnson Lane. 

 

The Spanish Language Fiesta and Spring Fling are both highly visible street parties that require 

an extraordinary amount of work to make them the success that they are. An enormous thank 

you for pulling them off goes principally to Tatiana and Emma aided fantastically by their 

teams and supported by sponsors listed in the report. 

 

Tom wears many hats and I suspect one of the more enjoyable ones is as choir member. Lead 

by choir leader Maryanne, Errols Angels has completed its first full year folded back in to the 

administrative structure of The Centre and has continued to wow all that hear them. Their 

popularity at the December carols is so great that we are on the cusp of needing traffic 

management. 

 

At the December end of year celebration we thanked Janet, Dan and Peter for their 

contributions to the North and West Melbourne News. Janet displayed a fascinating selection of 

Front Pages of the News spanning 40 years and spoke to them to the delight of all present, 

with long time photographer and contributor Jim there to photograph it. Maurice and Ann 

kicked off this year to a great start and have produced well received editions, including the 

Special Report before you. It is fitting that in the Special Report that the article from the News 

reads as an editorial setting out a direction and a vision. The list of contributors, writers and 

distributors is substantial and I am pleased that we had space in the report to list them all. As 

Maurice points out, all roles are volunteer ones. 

 

Several months ago during budget setting for 2019-20 the committee considered options for 

how Spring Fling could be run. The approach adopted for this year is move the focus away 

from Errol St and onto George Johnson Lane, basically repositioning the event on public land 

away from the trams. This addresses one of the most significant costs of the event which is 

fencing, safety barriers and traffic management. 

 

This approach has the full support of the committee of management. 

 

I should like to thank Tom for his superb work this last year. He has very quickly grown into 

the role of Director and earned the respect of our community. It has been my absolute 

pleasure working professionally with him. 

 

I should also like to thank all the members of the committee, Ben, Bill, Margaret and Kath, and 

very importantly two retiring committee members, Michael Halls and Malcolm Peacock. 
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Michael joined the committee at the beginning of 2018 following on from the conclusion of his 

highly successful period as Director of The Centre. In this time he has played an important role 

in supporting Tom settle into his job, provided important stewardship as treasurer, and been a 

fount of corporate knowledge. Malcolm has been a committee member since 2012 and is also a 

former treasurer. Throughout his terms, Malcolm has been a perspicacious contributor to 

committee deliberations. He is astute, wise, and discerning, focussing on that which is material 

and disregarding that which is unimportant. As a pair, Michael and Malcolm have contributed 

significantly to the good governance of the Centre and I, and the rest of the committee of 

management, will miss them both. Please join me at this time in thanking Michael and 

Malcolm. 

 

Finally, I should also like to acknowledge that we ordinarily hold the AGM in mid-September. 

This year both Tom and myself have been overseas- Tom got back last week and I got back 

yesterday- and so we necessarily had to push it back. Tonight's AGM is the last thing that staff 

and volunteers need to be thinking about right at the start of Term 4 and with Spring Fling just 

around the corner. So I want to thank you all for fitting in AGM requirements at this time and 

to reassure you that next year we will return to the regular September AGM. 

 
 

 
Attendance 

Members (19) 

Craig Barry Anne Burgi Louise Cindric Doone Clifton 

Alan Cooke Tatiana Echeverri Charlie Elliott Maurice Gaul 

Michael Halls Ragn Hannah  Lorna Hannan Karl Hessian 

Bill Liddy Frances McMillan  Kath McPherson Malcolm Peacock 

Tom Seddon Dick Standish Margaret Wood  

 

Guests (2) 

Marg Leser  Robert Niemann 
 

Apologies (5) 

Gary Dowling Ben O’Conner Kay Oke Cliff Rundle 

Carolynne Venn 
 

 


